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Informing the practice of ﬁre safety engineering
As the ﬁrst Editor-in-Chief, Peter Johnson had the vision, motivation and ability to successfully launch, recruit quality
papers and bring to prominence Case Studies in Fire Safety as a leading journal for the practice of ﬁre safety engineering. There
have been some 40,000 article downloads – from some 70 different countries – since the journal launched just two years ago.
I thank Peter for his hard work and dedication to the journal, and I am honored and humbled to be asked to carry on this
work. With Peter’s guidance and support, as well as that of the Editorial Board, our reviewers, Joe d’Angelo and the team at
Elsevier, and most importantly, the ﬁre safety engineering research and practitioner communities, I welcome the
opportunity to expand our reach and our signiﬁcance during this critically important time for ﬁre safety engineering.
As we look at where we are today, the size, complexity and performance expectations of buildings and critical
infrastructure systems are increasing. The population in many countries is rapidly aging and societies are becoming more
inclusive of people of all abilities. Societal and political mandates to increase resource sustainability are facilitating
innovations in energy production and efﬁciency materials, systems and design approaches. The expanding wildland–urban
interface, and potential for increased natural hazard impacts associated with climate change, is driving a desire for more
resilient communities. Each of these factors has corresponding ﬁre safety challenges that need to be addressed.
The good news is that we can help. Our knowledge of the physics and chemistry of ﬁre, the response of materials, buildings,
infrastructure and the environment to ﬁre, and the behaviorand movement of people during ﬁre, is greater than it has ever been.
Wehaveaccesstomoredataandawiderarrayofanalytical andcomputational toolsandmethodsthanatanytimeinthepast.We
have conducted research, applied our knowledge, data, tools and methods, and have solved many aspects of the above
challenges. The bad news is that we do not do a very good job of letting our profession and our stakeholders know!
While traditional academic journals play an important role in advancing knowledge within the academic community, the
knowledge does not often get to the practitioner, and when it does, it is not always in a form which can be readily used and
applied. Part of the reason is the limited accessibility to high quality, open-access, peer-reviewed content. Another reason is
that academics and researchers are often writing for each other, rather than for the practitioner.
Case Studies in Fire Safety was established to overcome both of these hurdles. We provide open access to high-quality,
peer-reviewed articles in which academics, researchers and practicing ﬁre safety engineers communicate with each other.
Researchers are encouraged to present new developments in ﬁre safety science and engineering, human factors and related
areas in short, concise articles that can be readily applied by practicing engineers. Fire safety engineers are encouraged to
present case studies of how they have addressed the complex ﬁre safety challenges of the ‘real world’ to illustrate what can
be done – not just to other ﬁre safety engineers, but to architects, facility owners and other stakeholders – and to raise
challenges to the research community to solve on behalf of the profession.
My objective as Editor-in-Chief of Case Studies in Fire Safety is increase the communication and transfer of knowledge
between research and practice, and between practitioners and their clients. I aim to accomplish this by growing the number
of high-quality practice-oriented research articles, the number of case studies from within practice which exemplify the
application of ﬁre safety engineering to solve challenging ﬁre safety problems, and the number of brief notes, opinion pieces
and needs assessments which identify research and practice issues which we need to resolve. To do this, I need your help. I
know there is a vast amount of helpful research and exemplar project solutions which almost nobody knows about. Help me
change that. Please share with us your knowledge and experience, and in doing so, help our profession advance in stature,
recognition and inﬂuence.
Brian J. Meacham PhD (Editor in Chief)
E-mail address: bmeacham@wpi.edu (B. Meacham).
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